Listeners are able to anticipate upcoming words during sentence comprehension, and, as a result, they also pre-activate semantically related words. In the present study, we aim at exploring whether these anticipatory processes are modulated by indexical properties of the speakers, such as a speaker's accent. Event-related brain potentials were obtained while native speakers of Spanish listened to native (Experiment 1) or foreign-accented speakers (Experiment 2) of Spanish producing highly constrained sentences. The sentences ended in: (1) the highest cloze probability completion, (2) a word semantically related to the expected ending, or (3) a word with no semantic overlap with the expected ending. In Experiment 1, we observed smaller N400 mean amplitudes for the semantically related words as compared to the words with no semantic overlap, replicating previous findings. In Experiment 2, we observed no difference in integrating semantically related and unrelated words when listening to accented speech. These results suggest that linguistic anticipatory processes are affected by indexical properties of the speakers, such as the speaker's accent.
Introduction
Comprehenders actively anticipate upcoming linguistic information when reading or listening to a sentence, thus predicting upcoming words (or discourse topics) that are likely to appear in the message (e.g., DeLong et al. (2005) ). Crucially, comprehenders do not only anticipate the most likely lexical item, but also words with overlapping semantic characteristics (Federmeier and Kutas, 1999) . This predictive mechanism reduces processing load and helps interlocutors to free resources in order to plan their utterances during a conversation, hence smoothing communication (for further discussion, see Pickering and Garrod (2007) ). Nevertheless, we know little about how indexical properties of speakers interact with anticipation processes. In this study, we aim at exploring whether such anticipatory processes are modulated by contextual factors, such as indexical properties of the speakers, in our case the speaker's accent. This question is important at the theoretical level, because it will reveal whether anticipation during sentence comprehension is modulated by indexical properties of speakers, or whether it is so strongly anchored in the speech comprehension system that it is not modulated by such indexical properties. This study will also add important information to the field of speech comprehension, by showing how listeners deal with foreign accents during lexical and semantic integration in sentence comprehension.
Interactions with foreign-accented speakers are becoming frequent due to global mobility phenomena and the increasing interest in foreign language learning. Importantly, foreign-accented speech deviates in several ways from native speech. For instance, foreign-accented speech often involves non canonical and variant pronunciations (Nissen et al., 2007; Wade et al., 2007; Wester et al., 2007; Hanulíková and Weber, 2012) , as well as unusual prosody patterns (Gut, 2012) . Since one of the purposes of predicting upcoming information during speech comprehension might be to facilitate communication with interlocutors (Pickering and Garrod, 2007) , it is reasonable to assume that such processes would be at play when interacting with foreign-accent speakers. However, it is also possible that difficulties in processing accented speech at the acoustic/phonological level might hamper listeners' anticipatory processes.
Thus, the present study will explore anticipation processes during sentence comprehension when listening to accented speech. As far as we know, this is the first attempt to study the permeability of such anticipatory processes to indexical properties of speakers. Nevertheless, it is important to note that there is already some evidence suggesting that lexical-semantic processing differs during native and foreign-accented speech comprehension. Goslin et al. Floccia (2012) 
